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that in the interest of Austria it was urgently necessary that
the Chancellor of the Bund, armed with the incriminating
Tavs and Hess documents, should in person lay a complaint
before Hitler and produce the original documents, the
object being to protect Austria against similar plots in the
future.
Dr. Schuschnigg was aware that the revelation of the
putsch plan had some personal connection with Herr von
Papen. He knew further that the plot had been hatched
against Papen himself as well as against the Austrian State.
Consequently he gave more credence to Papen's suggestion
when the latter declared that he and Dr. Schmidt, the
Austrian Foreign Minister, would like to be present at the
encounter in order to support Schuschniggjs demands.
It was a blatant case of treachery. For Papen already
knew precisely what Hitler wanted of Schuschnigg; he
knew that the R. H. plan had not been drafted without
Hitler's knowledge, and again he knew that Hitler and Hess
meant to abide by the plan.
In spite of his inward reluctance, Schuschnigg had two
reasons for accepting Hitler's invitation to Berchtesgaden
which was now officially handed to him by Papen. First
Papen had assured him in a personal interview that he had
nothing whatever to fear from a meeting with Hitler, as
Austria's independence would in any circumstances remain
guaranteed and Hitler would make no further demands.
And by this meeting Schuschnigg also hoped he might
prevent the dispatch to Vienna, as German Envoy in place
of Papen, of such dangerous terrorists as Biirckel, Kriebel
or Krebs.
Therefore, deceived by Papen, deceived by Schmidt,
his own Foreign Minister, Schuschnigg walked into the
Berchtesgaden trap.
When in his own car he had crossed the frontier at
Salzburg, and was driving to Berchtesgaden, he realised
that he had been decoyed there. For the whole triangle
of Bavaria, hemmed in by Salzburg and the Tirol, simply
bristled with troops and arms. Schuschnigg's trained